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Meets Thursdays at 6pm for 6.30pm at the Foundry Hotel 
High Street Golden Square. 

Rotary – Making a Difference 
 

 
 
President’s update 
 
Club meeting 22 February 2018 
One of our younger members Tom Campbell confidently chaired our meeting this week.  Tom is 
taking on the Membership Director role on Rod’s Board next year.  Great to see the next generation 
of Rotarians stepping up.  Tom welcomed our visitors youth exchange student Victor Saelens 
(hosted now by the RC Eaglehawk), and guest speaker David Stretch. 
 
Victor in his inimitable and confident style lit up the room with his smile and a Bonjour! and 
brought us up to speed on his latest adventures learning the national anthem (whatever will 
Eaglehawk Rotarians think of us?), travelling, school production role, and yet another radio 
interview, this time on Valentine’s Day, bringing a little French ooh-la-la to the Bendigo radio 
audience.  Always great to have you along Victor.  Victor’s family are visiting Bendigo this week, 
and Gary and Sharon are kindly hosting a BBQ at their home so they can meet many of the people 
supporting Victor’s exchange experience. 
 
Gary thanked the team that stepped up for the Adopt a Highway project last Sunday – a good 
community service outcome, and our name stays up prominently for road users to see for another 
year.  Rod reported on planning and funding for the Science and Engineering Challenge, and invited 
members to note the new date of 20 July in their diaries.  George is still chasing volunteers for the 
Scots Day out BBQ on Saturday 3 March – please contact George asap if you can assist.  We heard 
that Merlyn will be our liaison link with the Annie North Women’s Refuge management team 
(thank you Merlyn), and hopefully George will be able to pull together a team for the RC Bendigo 
night golf event supporting Operation Cleft.  Please contact George if you are available to 
participate.  
 
I am pleased that I could report that we have only got a couple of Child Safe Declaration forms to 
round up, and in the process of implementing our club Child Protection Policy, we have lifted our 
WWCC rate from 50% to 75% of members.  Let’s see if we can close in on our aspirational goal of 
100%.  Members have shown a strong commitment to ensuring that we can confidently present our 
club as a safe, nurturing organisation that can be trusted to protect the vulnerable, and can 
participate in the full range of Rotary youth programs. 
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Tom introduced our guest speaker David Stretch, Business Development Manager for the 
Ulumbarra and Capital Theatres.  David used photos to illustrate an inspiring presentation on the 
development of the Ulumbarra Theatre, and its wide ranging and busy usage by the Bendigo Senior 
Secondary College and the community as it approaches its 3rd anniversary.  About 320,000 visitors 
have been through the ‘Rod Spitty’ arches at the front entrance (apparently our Rotarian building 
surveyor Rod was influential in the design of the reconstructed archway that restores elements of 
the original architecture).  We learnt that the name Ulumbarra is the Indigenous name for the 
meeting point site on high ground overlooking the creek.  The theatre has proven itself to be a 
critical asset for the region, and our club can be proud of its contribution to its ongoing 
development. 
 
Other news 
 The Rotary Club of Bendigo 10th night golf event in support of Operation Cleft will be held at 

6.30pm on Friday 16 March at the Bendigo Golf Club.  If you are not going to the District 
Conference, please contact George for a fun night in aid of an important cause. 

 We are all thinking of Jacqui Ellis who is combining 80th birthday celebrations (happy birthday 
Jacqui) with hip replacement surgery, and Verna Ashman who has an appointment with a 
vascular surgeon.  Ron Deveraux and Peter Simmons also have health challenges at present.  
Please keep an eye out for your mates. 

 
This week our guest speakers will be International sports stars Tony Plant and Glenn Madden who 
will hopefully report on an amazing run of boundaries and spectacular catches in India (let’s hope it 
isn’t another reality medical procedures show Glenn). 
 
Cheers 
 
Bernie Young 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Stop Press!  Attendance Officer change 
Please note that Rod Spitty is acting attendance officer for the next few weeks until further notice.  
See back page for his contact details. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

CLUB PROGRAM. 
 February / March 2018.  
24 February  DIK Excursion. Car pool. 

25 February  BBQ to welcome Victor’s parents  Sedgwick  

1 March  Greetings from India  The Foundry 

8 March  Cheesemakers Excursion  Emu Creek. 

 
All Rotarians on duty must arrive before 6pm on the night. 

                                         If you are unable to complete your duty please arrange a substitute. 
 

 
 
 
 

       Attendance Officer ROD SPITTY rspitty@gmail.com or 0402 883 747 

 
 



 

 

Date 1/ 3 / 2018 8 / 3/ 2018 
Topic Greetings from India Cheese Making Excursion. 
Guest Speaker Tony and Glenn  The Cheese Maker? 

Chair Tony  Tony  
Cashiers Trevor Hawking and Geoff Mckenna tba 

Room set up  Anne   

Welcome Kylie  Elizabeth  
Technology Matthew and Clive. Tony, Clive and Mathew  
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Dates FOR   2018.  

Event  Location  Contact 

Sat 24 Feb DIK Open Day West Footscray Anne  
Sunday Feb 25th BBQ to meet Victor’s 

family 
Sedgwick Gary Pinner 

Tuesday Feb 27th BBQ Lunch La Trobe Uni OWeek George Ellis 
Sat March 3rd  Scot’s Day Out Rosalind Park George Ellis 
16-18 March District Conference Warrnambool Tony Plant 
Sunday 25th March Ironbark Gully 

Friends BBQ 
Ironbark George Ellis 

Sunday 20 May District Assembly Melton Rod Spitty 
Wed 20 July. Sci Eng Challenge Girton Grammar Rod Spitty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Efforts from the Sunday rubbish 
collection walk at Longlea. Gary 
took a photo of the result. Left to 
right-Paul Gibbons, Trevor Hawking, 
Max Ellis and Ian Ellis. 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Photos from India including  
the Opening of Cricket 
proceedings and Conferences 
as well as Tony in a coat and 
tie ! with some rotary types. 

At the launch of the second Welsh 
Choir concert at Ulumbarra, with 
the audio equipment that was 
purchased with the donation from 
our first Welsh choir concert. 



 

 

FOR MEMBERS INFORMATION. 
 
 
Women in Rotary presents the International Women's Day Breakfast  
– Let Them Roar – Explore the Road to Success 

Wednesday 7th March 2018 at The Palladium Crown 

6.30am for 7.00am start. Finishes promptly at 9am. FREE parking in the multi-deck carpark. 

$850 Corporate table of 10 
$740 Standard table of 10  
Single Ticket $75  
VCE/Tertiary $50 

UPDATE ON EAST TIMOR UNIVERSITY  SCHOLARSHIP  
Dear Bernie and members of the Rotary Club of Bendigo South, 
 
At our request, Nuni Maria Nobre [Scholarship Coordinator at Fundasaun Alola] had made arrangements for Team 
52 to meet with the UNTL [University] scholarship holders in Dili. This provided an opportunity to discuss with 
Santulino Xavier his academic progress, accommodation and course requirements for his studies with the faculty 
of Nutrition at UNTL. This was important because 2017 academic reports have not yet been made available to 
students by staff at the university. Nuni and the students provide these as soon as they have been received at 
Fundasaun Alola.  
We were pleased to see Santulino and particularly impressed by his dedication and serious approach to his 
studies. Santulino is now entering year 3 of his studies and reports he is making good progress academically. He 
reported he has received a pass in all subject areas although he expressed disappointment that he found anatomy 
difficult and 'only' received a C. He will undertake clinical work at the National Hospital in Dili in semester 5 along 
with practical work. In semester 6 he will be required to participate in clinics and in semester 7 his work will be 
focussed in the laboratory. He is enjoying the practical aspects of the course which is mostly undertaken in the Dili 
area. 
It was great to hear him so enthusiastic about his course, and to hear how he is looking forward to this semester. 
Santulino is living with his family and whilst it seems the situation is conducive to studying, his parents live quite 
some distance from the faculty campus at Hera, requiring him to take 2 separate microlets each way. However, 
after discussing his accommodation, he sees this as the best option.  
 
Nuni outlined the work the team at Fundsaun Alola undertakes with all scholarship students focussing on domestic 
violence, human trafficking, gender based violence and ‘Mary Stopp’ reproductive health. They also assist with job 
preparation, CV writing, job search and interview practice, with both the education and health consultants at 
Fundasaun Alola providing support. It was very encouraging to see how well these students are maturing as they 
progress with their university studies, and to note how well adjusted they are living in Dili, after experiencing early 
difficulties leaving their close family networks and villages in Maubisse. 
 
 On his behalf, can you please thank the club for their support and in particular let them know the potential 
difference this can make to Santulino’s future.  
 
Sincere appreciation for your generous sponsors. 
Heather   
[on behalf of the Bendigo Maubisse Friendship Committee Scholarship Project]. 
 

H  



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHO’S WHO? 

 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT:  Ian Riseley 
 RI DISTRICT 9800 GOVERNOR:    Peter Frueh 
 ASS’T GOVERNOR (Goldfields South):   Cliff Downey 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 CLUB PRESIDENT:       Bernie Young 
 SECRETARY:        Elizabeth Bell 
 TREASURER:        Greg Noonan 
 YOUTH SERVICES DIRECTOR:    Glenn Madden 
 INTERNATIONAL SERVICE DIRECTOR:    Lindsay Jolley  
 COMMUNITY SERVICE DIRECTOR:   Gary Pinner 
 MEMBERSHIP /P.R. DIRECTOR:    Tony Plant  
 CLUB SERVICE DIRECTOR:     Rod Spitty 
 CLUB PROTECTION OFFICER:    Geoff McKinna 
 ROTARY FOUNDATION CHAIR:    Merlyn Quaife 
 CLUB COMMUNICATIONS:     Matthew Scott 
 NEWSLETTER EDITOR      Paul Gibbons 
 VOCATIONS CHAIR      Wendy Tagliabue 

THE OBJECT OF ROTARY 
The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster 

the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise 
and, in particular, to encourage and foster: 

FIRST.  
The development of acquaintance as an  

opportunity for service; 
SECOND. 

High ethical standards in business and  
professions; the recognition of the worthiness of 
all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each 
Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve 

society; 
THIRD. 

The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community 

life; 
 FOURTH. 

 The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional  

persons united in the ideal of service. 
 

 Attendance Officer: Rod Spitty THE FOUR WAY TEST 

ATTENDANCE & MAKE UP  
OPPORTUNITIES 

DISTRICT 9800 GOLDFIELDS CLUSTER ROTARY 
CLUB MEETINGS 

KANGAROO FLAT:  Monday 6pm, Rotary Gateway 
Park 

BENDIGO:  Tuesday 12:45pm, Bendigo Club  

BENDIGO STRATHDALE:  Tuesday 6:15pm, Nancy 
Long Dining Room, La Trobe Uni. 

ECHUCA MOAMA:  Tuesday 6pm, Border Inn, 
Moama 

BENDIGO SANDHURST:  Wednesday 7.30am, 
Bridge Hotel, Water Street. 

EAGLEHAWK:  Wednesday 6pm, Mechanics Institute 

ROCHESTER:  Thursday 6pm, The Court House 
building, Moore Street (Opp. G. Nelson Motors). 


