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Lindsay’s notes
| am providing some notes in lieu of President Cora who was away unwell for last Thursday’s
meeting at The Foundry Hotel. We hope that she makes a speedy recovery. We also wish Bob a
successful comeback from his recent hip operation; he is now home.

Questions of our meeting speaker John Shaw of the Victorian Goldfields Railway could have gone
on forever. There was no limit to what you could ask about rail tracks and sleepers. Mark, at least,
was able to get in a question about the trains themselves.

John managed the rebuilding of the Castlemaine-Maldon line and associated bridges. Much of this
work was done by volunteers. He brought with him many years of experience from Puffing Billy,
which he first got involved with as a teenage volunteer.

We were delighted to welcome Jing Wen (Kow Jing Wen) and Nivetha (Nivetha A/P Balakrishnan)
to our meeting. They are part of the group of eight experienced Malaysian Special Education
teachers who are spending almost four weeks in Bendigo and Echuca to learn about Victoria’s
approach to Special Education. Of course, they will contribute their own expertise to their
Victorian counterparts.

Jing Wen and Nivetha gave a brief outline of themselves. They are spending their time at the
Bendigo Special Development School. Both are currently home hosted by Heather and will move
onto Scott Wilkinson (Deputy Principal of East Loddon P-12 College) for the second half of their
stay. The success of this program relies heavily on the hosts, whom we are very thankful for.

Please have a look at the advertisement for the upcoming 20™ anniversary of the Bendigo
Maubisse Friendship Committee, on Friday 18 September. It will be a significant event for those
who have been involved in the Committee’s work over the years, as well as for those who have an
interest in Timor-Leste, particularly Maubisse. Attendees will include Kirsty Sword Gusmao and Her
Excellency Ms Inés Maria de Almeida, Ambassador of Timor-Leste to Australia.

Lindsay Jolley
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Guest speaker John Shaw (left) with Chair Peter Kilpatrick

Peter receiving the banner for the Rotary Club of Melawati banner from Nivetha and Jing Wen



The banner highlights the many contributors to the visit by the Malaysian Special Education teachers

Jing Wen (far left) and Nivetha, with Heather (far right) welcomed to the Bendigo Special Development
School by Angie Kloft (a past participant in the program) and Principal Kirshy McAinch.

Nena and Lindsay hosted Jing Wen and Nivetha on their first night.
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Meet the eight visiting Malaysian Special Education teachers

Rotarians are invited to a graduation lunch to meet the eight visiting Malaysian Special Education
teachers before they depart Bendigo and Echuca. The lunch will be held on Saturday 29 August at
the Lake View Hotel, 204 McCrae Street, Bendigo. The lunch starts at 12 noon. Meals can be
ordered at the bar. Please let Lindsay Jolley know by Monday 24 August if you wish to attend.

Phone 0416192032 or email |j@joll.net.

The banner is for one of the three schools taking part in Bendigo and Echuca.
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Rotary invite for BMFC 20th celebration

Dear friends,

Our 20th Anniversary Celebration is fast approaching, and we'd love you to join us as we celebrate
two decades of friendship and partnership between the Bendigo and Maubisse communities.
Planning for the evening is well underway, and we're delighted to present an exciting program
featuring Kirsty Sword Gusmao and Her Excellency Ms Inés Maria de Almeida, Ambassador of
Timor-Leste to Australia.

We're also delighted to announce that Paulo Almeida and Friends will perform during the evening.
A highly regarded Timorese-Australian musician with more than 25 years of international
performing experience, Paulo is renowned for music that celebrates Timorese culture, identity and
connection.

Hosted by Jonathan Ridnell, the evening will also include historical displays reflecting on twenty
years of partnership, opportunities to reconnect with old friends and supporters, and the
ceremonial cutting of our anniversary cake.

Friday 18 September 2026
Bendigo Club
6.00 pm —9.00 pm

Tickets are $36.50 per person and include finger food throughout the evening, with drinks available
for purchase from the bar. We encourage you to book early to avoid disappointment.

Book online HERE

Whether you've travelled to Maubisse, sponsored a scholarship, volunteered your time, supported
a fundraiser, or simply cheered us on over the past twenty years, we'd love to celebrate this
milestone with you.

Thank you for your ongoing support. We hope to celebrate with you on 18 September.

Warm regards,

Rod Flavell

President

Bendigo Maubisse Friendship Committee
Email: bendigomaubissefriends@gmail.com
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For further information, speak to Lindsay Jolley. He took part in the 2025 visit, and strongly
recommends it.

Our Club provided $4,900 in late 2025/26 for two x six unit latrines for school girls.
If you visit you might be able to see them.
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Volunteers wanted

Sunday August 23rd La Trobe Uni Open Day 8am—1pm
Edwards Road Plaza 6 Volunteers
Sunday August 23" RMIT Flight School BBQ 10am —2 pm
Bendigo Airport 3 Volunteers
Friday November 20t La Trobe Uni llam—-1pm-4
Volunteers
Sunday November 29th Mandurang Christmas Market BBQ | 9am —3pm
2 Shifts
Monday December 7t CFMEU Christmas BBQ 9am -3 pm
Bendigo Jockey Club

Please contact Volunteer Coordinator George Ellis if you can assist.

Email:

george ellis55@outlook.com ; Mobile:

0438353414
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The Club Facebook Page

Tony is now managing our Facebook page. Please remember to take pics of your Rotary activities
and send with a brief description to Tony - planttony24@gmail.com ) (not to his Bigpond address).
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Meeting program

Date Speakers Chairperson | Meet & Greet Venue
AUGUST THEME: MEMBERSHIP & EXTENSION
Thurs 20 Aug | Street Peace -Holly Phillis Bernie George & Lake View Hote
Graham

Thurs 27 Aug

Social night will be held at Rotary Gateway Park, High Street, Kangaroo Flat at
6:00 pm, featuring a delicious Filipino dinner prepared by Shishu Domondon.

SEPTEMBER THEME: BASIC EDUCATION AND LITERACY

Thurs 3 Sept | DV Phone Safe — Merlyn TBA Lake View Hote
Lizzie Mettam

Thurs 10'Sept | District Governor’s visit Gary TBA Lake View Hote

Thurs 17 Sept | Life as a UK Bobby talk — lan Ellis TBA Lake View Hote
Alf Anderson

Thurs 24 Sept | Vocational Visit — JL King — TBA TBA TBA
Details TBA
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