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Presidents Report

Jan chaired an informative evening last Thursday with an enthusiastic presentation by Heather
Barton AM on the role of The Smith Family. Heather is a member of the Rotary club of Rosebud
Rye and was a previous Victorian Manager for The Smith Family as well as State Commissioner
for Guides in Victoria. She indicated how The Smith Family concentrates its efforts on particular
centres, of which there are 14 in Victoria including Bendigo. Education is seen as the primary
means for getting children out of poverty. The Smith Family is committed to supporting
children for their full school years. With members getting away from the winter cold, Heather
had a relatively small and attentive audience speak to.

We had the opportunity to recognise Lyn’s receipt of the 2024-25 Max Ellis award for her
unstinting contribution to Club activities during that year, particularly to the organisation of the
Christmas Market with the Rotary Club of Bendigo. Lyn was not able to be present at our
Changeover evening. Lyn announced that the last year’s foreign coin collection brought in
$656.00 which has now been deposited in our Phoenix Kids RAWCS project. This annual
fundraiser, single-handedly managed by Lyn, has brought in significant funds for RAWCS
projects over the past years.

| want to remind Members that next week, on Thursday 14 August, we will hold a Club Forum
of free discussion, which should help all of us better understand how our Club is travelling.
There will be no meeting on the following Thursday 21 August as the hotel has booked the
room out for a paid event. The Board meeting scheduled for that night will now be held at 13
Stirling Avenue, Junortoun. We have the option of starting it at 5:30pm with a pizza delivery at
7:00pm. Thanks to Gary we have a full table that will help the Rotary Club of Bendigo celebrate
its 100 Anniversary on Saturday 23 August.

DG Peter Shepheard’s visit on Thursday 2 October will be a partners’ night. The Board will meet
with Peter earlier at 5:00pm.



It was sad news to hear that supporter of our Club, Peter Cox OAM, a previous Mayor and
current President of the Bendigo Branch of the National Trust had passed away. A Memorial
Service will be held at Eaglehawk Town Hall, 2 Peg leg Road, Eaglehawk at 2:00pm on
Wednesday 13 August.

Lindsay Jolley
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From left: Lindsay Jolley, Heather Barton AM and Jan Pagliaro
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2025-2026 District Governor Club Visits in Bendigo

DG Peter Shepheard is planning to take a week’s leave to visit clubs in Bendigo from 29th
September to 3rd October 2025. He will be visiting our club on Thursday, 2nd October 2025.

This meeting will be a partners’ evening, and all partners are warmly encouraged to attend.

Lindsay Jolley.

That’s 100 Years of Rotary in Bendigo.
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The Rotary Club of Bendigo’s 100" Anniversary

Date: 23 August 2025, Saturday

Venue: All Seasons Resort, Mc Ivor Highway, Bendigo
See the attached Invitation Brochure

Colebrating a Century of Sarvice



Gary Pinner has filled one table. If you wish to make another table, please do not hesitate to
contact the organisers direct.

Please do not wait too long, as bookings are filling fast.

REQUEST FOR VOLUNTEERS - Donation in Kind
Volunteers Needed — Join Us at DIK!

DIK is currently in urgent need of extra volunteer support to help deliver on several important
projects. If you, your members, or friends can spare some time, we’d love to welcome you. The
four key areas where we need a helping hand are:

1. Clothing Sorting

We’ve received a significant donation of new clothing. Volunteers are needed to unpack items,
remove packaging and tags, and separate branded from unbranded garments. Unbranded
items will support local community programs, while branded clothing is sent to developing
countries.

2. Packing School Backpacks

We fill school backpacks with essentials like a child’s T-shirt, notebook, pencils, a tote bag, and
any other available items. These packs are then placed inside school desks and chairs, ready for
shipment to schools in need.

3. First Aid Kit Assembly
We have many empty first aid boxes waiting to be filled. Once packed, these kits will be
distributed to sporting clubs, remote Australian communities, and clinics in developing nations.

4. Birthing Kit Preparation

Thanks to our new partnership with Soap Aid, we now have most of what we need to assemble
birthing kits. While our supply of kidney dishes is limited, we’re packing as many kits as possible
while we can.

Come Lend a Hand!

You’re warmly invited to join us on any Tuesday or Thursday for a rewarding day of
volunteering at DIK. Please let us know in advance if you’re coming — we want to be sure
there’s enough milk in the fridge for your cuppa!

DIK Manager

colleen@rotarydik.org

Please note:

Our Working days are Tuesday AND Thursday
m: 0418 551 551

***Save this Date****
2026 Multi District Impact Summit
Horsham on the 27 March -29 March 2025
Further details to follow



mailto:colleen@rotarydik.org

News from FOODSHARE

Our Community Food Drive

Bendigo Foodshare relies on donations large and small. We hold our Annual Community Food

Drive for non-perishable/pantry food items each winter, to help provide food relief to those in
our community who are doing it tough. In 2025, we are holding our Winter Food Drive during

the month of August.

The food drive runs throughout all Bendigo supermarkets (Coles, Woolworths, IGA and Aldi)
and across many local organisations for a month-long effort to fight hunger in Central Victoria.

We currently support over 90 food partner organisations across Central Victoria who provide
food relief to Central Victorians who are food insecure.

Please donate what you can in the yellow bins located at your local Coles, Woolworths, Aldi and
IGA supermarkets in Bendigo.

Vic Rotary Emergency Services Community Awards (RESCA) 2025 Awards dinner
Saturday 6th September - All welcome
(The Victorian Rotary Emergency Services Community Awards- (Vic RESCA) recognises the outstanding
community Service of paid and volunteer members of Victorian Emergency Services making a difference
in your communities and also supports Emergency Services Mental Health Research through the
Emergency Services Foundation.)

The finalists for the 2025 Vic RESCA program have been selected. This year there are 16
finalists from 11 ES agencies which is our biggest number of agencies and finalists represented
since we commenced the awards two years ago.

On Saturday 6th September the awards dinner will be held at Hyatt Place Essendon Fields at
6.30pm it will be an evening of Recognition and Celebration

All Welcome - book at this link

https://events.humanitix.com/2025-victorian-rotary-emergency-service-community-awards-
vic-resca

$100 per head

Ticket price includes

e 2-course meal and drink on arrival

¢ Unlimited soft drink, juices, still and sparkling water, tea and coffee
¢ Additional alcoholic drinks can be purchased at bar prices


https://events.humanitix.com/2025-victorian-rotary-emergency-service-community-awards-vic-resca
https://events.humanitix.com/2025-victorian-rotary-emergency-service-community-awards-vic-resca

¢ Complimentary on-site car parking
¢ Discounted accommodation (details on booking site)
¢ Children discounted pricing available (during booking)

BOOKINGS CLOSE Thursday 28th August - so get in quick!

For more information see attached flyer.
Any questions please contact PDG Grant Hocking - granthocking64@gmail.com
To find out more about Vic RESCA go to: www.vic.rescawards.org.au
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BBQ Catering bookings
Tues 12 Aug | TAFE Tradies Mental Health BBQ Lunch 1lam-2pm
Charleston Road Campus 4 volunteers required
Sat 16 & Sun | Bendigo Writers Festival 10am -3 pm
17 Aug Rear Dudley House, View St, Bendigo 3 volunteers required each day
Street trader required
Tues 20 Aug | La Trobe Uni Pride Day BBQ 11am—-2pm
Lower terrace - area near the oval. 3 volunteers required
Sun 24 Aug La Trobe Uni Open Day 9am-2pm
6 volunteers required
Sun 24 Aug RMIT Flight School Open Day 10am -2 pm
Bendigo Airport 3 volunteers required
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