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President’s Report
Glenda Serpell from Sunshine Bendigo spoke at our last meeting. Her father, John Parsons was a
member of our club. Glenda started Sunshine in 2016. They now have in excess of 45 volunteers
and receive no funding from any level of government. They use experts from other organisations
to determine need and deliver through those organisations. People do not contact Sunshine
direct.

Bernie reminded us that it is National Reconciliation Week. It is a good time to remind ourselves
that compared to the First Nations people’s 60,000 years, the rest of us haven’t been in this
country for very long. There is nothing wrong with acknowledging their culture, the way they
looked after country or what they have experienced since the first fleet arrived. Whenever | have
witnessed a welcome to country, it really is a genuine welcome.

Lindsay mentioned that there will be a Rotary sponsored trip to Ethiopia toward the end of the
year, to check on the progress of Operation Toilets. He stated being Rotarians, we are treated
very well on trips such as this. | can vouch for this, as when | was on a work party to PNG we were
treated very well, and | was on first name terms with the Governor of Enga Province and the rest
of the executive of the Province.

Gary reported that we have finished our BBQ campaign for this year. This activity is growing year
on year, and we are being looked on as the go too club for BBQs. Gary also said he is looking into
creating a project to help new refugee families coming to Bendigo. 2 members from Sandhurst
are doing good work bringing furniture up from DIK to help set these families up. There could be
a good opportunity to build on this and turn it into an effective local Rotary project. Sharon is
traveling through Europe and caught up with one of our former French exchange students.

Merlyn has visited Graham Neivandt. We hope Barbara can make some steady progress and that
she will be up, out and moving again soon.

Yours in Rotary
Peter Kilpatrick, President
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Bendigo Winter Night Shelter — Volunteer opportunity #1
Community Service Director Greg Noonan has been liaising with the Bendigo Winter Night
Shelter management following their presentation to a club meeting, regarding assistance that
our club could provide. At the May Board Meeting a request from Bendigo Winter Night
Shelter was tabled, and the board agreed it was a worthy local project to support.

The request requires one volunteer to pick up and deliver laundry to and from Koolamurt Scout
Camp on Spring Gully Road and Bendigo Dry Cleaners in Lyttleton Terrace. The request is for
the month of July 2025 only, and can be shared among interested volunteers. Times are
flexible every Tuesday and Friday. George will coordinate volunteers in the usual way, and the
pick up and drop off arrangements will be provided to the volunteers when confirmed.

Please support this valuable community service project when Geoge calls for volunteers.

Greg Noonan / Gary Pinner
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ShelterBox

Recently our Club donated $2,000 from our Disaster fund to ShelterBox Australia in answer to
its call for assistance in responding to the 7.7 magnitude earthquake in Myanmar.

Attached is a copy of the ShelterBox Australia May Newsletter which outlines some of the work
undertaken by ShelterBox, including an update on Myanmar.

Lindsay Jolley
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Member activities this week

Rotary Club of Bendigo South and Rotary Club of Bendigo, together with the Junior Football
League created this Signage some years ago—great to see it is still in use! This photo was taken
at Marist College, Maiden Gully. Tony Plant was the key driver behind the project!

Sue Duncan
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Catering bookings

Fri 11 July

NAIDOC Week

Bendigo TAFE City Campus

11lam —2.30pm. . 3 volunteers

3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k 3k ok 3k ok 3k ok 3k ok 3k 3k ok ok 3k sk ok 3k %k 3k ok 3k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k %k 3k ok 3k ok 3k ok ok %k ok sk k k










