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President’s Report

At the last meeting our Guest speaker Alison McClure from Rural Australians for Refugees
outlined the work that the Bendigo based group has been doing in relation to support for
refugees as they settle and adjust into their new life in Bendigo. To date the group are helping
three families in particular with day to day and weekly support and Alison outlined the process
for supporting a new family from arrival to permanent adjustment.

The Rotary Club of Bendigo South has been assisting with the provision domestic items as
required. Alison’s presentation was appreciated by members with several questions and
discussion that followed.

Last Sunday our Club assisted with National Tree Day with seven members participating- 5 at
Garden Gully Reserve, Ironbark and 2 at Honeysuckle Reserve, Junortoun. The Club also
provided a BBQ at Ironbark Gully Reserve. Fortunately the weather was great which always
assists with better public participation with approx 200 people in attendance.

Last week the Welsh Choir/Merlyn Quaife concert fundraiser on October 29th went on sale.
The Club has reserved 40 seats for Members, friends and families. Can members think about
this commitment and a list will be circulated at the next meeting.

Our Guest speaker for this Thursday will be Catherine Eagleson who is speaking about Puzzling
for Mental Health. This should be an interesting presentation.

Upcoming dates for members attention are:
e 17th August - Max Ellis 90 Birthday Celebration

e 18th August- Science and Engineering Challenge - all welcome



e 31st August - District Governor Ron Payne Club visit

e 3 BBQ’s including La Trobe University Open Day and RMIT flight school at Bendigo Airport.

August is an important and busy month for the Rotary Club of Bendigo South.
See you this Thursday

Yours in Rotary
Rod Spitty
President
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Save the date!!!!
October 29 our Fund-raiser in Ulumbarra with the Victorian Welsh Choir with Merlyn Quaife
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New pastoral care role

With the onset of the new Rotary year, a new Club role has been established. The area of
pastoral care will be a new addition to the Club, with experienced Rotarian Anne Peace to take
on this important position.

Making sure that all members and friends of the Club remain connected to the Club, it is
envisaged that Anne will make contact with the relevant member via phone, to keep the
connection going. Remaining connected to social groups is an important step of keeping
members engaged in Rotary and other social outlets.

It is asked that any member who is experiencing difficulties or is expecting to be away from the
Club for a prolonged period of time let’s Anne know. Anne will keep in touch and call you for a
friendly chat. However, the pastoral care role is not like calling in your truancy back in your
school days, just let Anne know if you would appreciate a phone call periodically. Also, if
another member wishes to let Anne know on behalf of another member, this could also be an
option.

Anne’s contact details can be found in the Club’s membership details online.

This should be a good way to keep Club members and Rotarians connected with our welcoming
and vibrant Club.

Matthew Scott
Membership Director
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This week in pics — National Tree Day edition

RIS Aerivils

Rod joins the local Ironbark Gully volunteers. There was great family participation, including
the Bendigo Family Nature Group, who had a strong representation at the National Tree Day
planting with our partners the Ironbark Gully Friends Landcare Group.
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The Rotary BBQ was a big hit, thanks to Geoff, Irene, Rod, Clive, Bernie and especially Gary. It was also
great to see Danieala lonescu from RC Bendigo, and Stew Annan from RC Bendigo Sandhurst attend.

FITTSLLS

Lots of local families and pets enjoyed the tree planting. Community participation over recent years is
really changing the landscape of the Ironbark Gully waterway from its derelict mining past.
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Lindsay flying the Rotary flag at his local Junortoun Honeyeater Reserve National Tree planting day.



into a great natural habitat linking to adjacent remnant native Box Ironbark patches and the
O’Keeffe Rail Trail.
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