
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volume 65, No. 10,  2nd September 2021 
Meets Thursdays at 6pm for 6.30pm at the Lakeview Hotel (TBC weekly) 

SERVE TO CHANGE LIVES 

 

          
 

BSRC PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 
 

What a fun night was had by all our Zoom attendees last Thursday when we 
partook in a Trivia Night. A BIG thank you to Anne Peace, Matthew Scott and Tia 
Deoki who ran the event as well as awarding prizes for the best costume. Prize 
winners were:  
 
1st  -  Paul Gibbons  
equal 2nd -  Sue & Trevor, Graham Neivandt and Mark Tracy 
3rd - Tony Plant  
 
Best dressed were my good self and Mark Tracy.  
Prizes will be distributed once we can gather face to face. 
 
Our next meeting will still be on Zoom and is our Footy Night –  get your scarves 
out and pop a pie in the oven! 
 
I would like to remind members of the Zone 8 Virtual Conference on September 
11 and 12. There is a great line-up of speakers (11.30 – 1.30) as well as break-out 
sessions each afternoon. 
 
 

Merlyn Quaife, AM                              

bendigosouthrotary.org.au http://www.twitter.com/RotaryBendigoS 

Rotary Club of Bendigo South 

Signpost 

 



 

 

 

ANNUAL REPORT CORRECTIONS 20/21. 
 

It has been pointed out that there was some incomplete information in the club's last annual report for the year 
20/21. 
We thank members for their interest in this and are undertaking actions to remedy the issues, one part of which is 
below. 
Please see below a list of all the donations made by the club in the last Rotary year. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
PAUL GIBBONS  
PP PRESIDENT 20/21. 

 
DONATIONS MADE BY THIS ROTARY CLUB IN THE PAST ROTARY YEAR. 

 
Rotary Foundation                   $3,000 
RS & A Biggs NYSF                    $1,000 
Exchange Student                        $150 (a carry-over expense from 2019-20) 
Christmas Toys                             $600 
District Concert                            $575 
Fire Recovery Project                  $433.33 
Bendigo Foodshare                      $500 
Smith Family                               $1,000 
Junortoun Fire Brigade                 $500 
Rotary Australia Mental Health   $500 
Annie North                                      $20 
Bendigo Foodshare                        $262 
Camp Getaway                               $500 
Camp Getaway - seat                    $300 
 
The tree planting project has spent just $433.33 only to date for the supply of the plastic for the shade 
house and this was expended from the Fire recovery district grant of $3k. All other material required to 
grow the first batch of trees has been provided in kind. The other $1000 has been committed from the 
clubs disaster fund but not yet provided to support a Fire recovery related project as recommended by 
the Bairnsdale Sunrise CLUB once we get to make our visit. 
 

The club also applied for a Federal government community grant of $2500 for the purchase of a 
defibrillator and this was granted and the item has been purchased. 



SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 

(NOTE - The program for September is dependant on the COVID situation). 

 
September Venue Program 

Thurs  Sept 9th  ZOOM Footy Night – come dressed in your footy team 
colors! 
GS – Max Ellis – BSFC (see below) 

Thurs Sept 16th  Lakeview Hotel 
(Covid Permitting) 

Guest Speaker -  Toni West – 
 CEO Impact Recovery  

Thurs Sept 23rd Lakeview Hotel 
(Covid Permitting)  

Guest Speaker - Guide Dogs Victoria - Tracy Purcell –  
Key Relationship Manager Major Donor & Corporate 
Philanthropy 

Thurs Sept 30th Lakeview hotel 
(Covid Permitting)  

Guest Speaker -  Andrea Salmon 
MS Society 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Next Club Meeting via Zoom- Thursday September 9th 
 
Guest Speaker-Alan Ellis President South Bendigo Football Club Inc. 
 
I would encourage all members to join our meeting this coming Thursday by zooming into our football 
finals session. In past years, even though not all members are keen followers of football, we have had 
some good fun occasions around this theme and also listened to a number of interesting speakers who 
have been either past players, local administrators or committed volunteers of the local game. 
The local football/netball clubs provide much valued social interaction and physical activity whether it 
be through actively playing football and netball or developing administrative skills. One fears for the 
survival of many of our small town teams given the great challenges that COVID interruptions have 
imposed in the past two seasons. A loss of a local football/netball club can almost sound the final siren 
on a local community if their footy club goes out of existence. 
 
Interesting to note that our speaker, Alan, is the son of past member George Ellis,  brother of our own 
member George and nephew of member Max.  Both George Senior, and Max were both highly talented 
past players of the South Bendigo Club that actually bears the same name as our own Rotary Club.  I 
have often been asked where our club is based as Bendigo South or South Bendigo is not a highly 
identifiable suburb of Bendigo unlike North, East or even West Bendigo. In Somerville Street in Flora Hill 
there is a mixed business and post office that has been known as the South Bendigo PO. Further along 
the same street there was a South Bendigo Tennis club. The Bendigo United Cricket Club (BUCCS) who 
are based at the Harry Trot Oval in Kennington at one stage in their history changed their name to South 
Bendigo Cricket Club. This name change did not seem popular and BUCSS went back to being BUCCS.  
The South Bendigo Football Club have been a co tenant with Sandhurst Football Club at the Upper 
Reserve (now known as the QEO) for a very long time but are currently in the process of moving to Harry 
Trot Oval. This move no doubt will form part of Alan’s presentation and I am most interested to learn all 
about the pros and cons of this bold move.  
 
Will their presence at this location see this area, better known as Kennington, one day become known as 
South Bendigo or even Bendigo South sometime in the future? 
 
Look forward to catching up on the screen this coming Thursday. 
 
Tony Plant                                      
 

 
 



 

South Bendigo Club History 
The South Bendigo Football Club was formed in 1893 at a meeting held at the Union Hotel situated 
in Golden Square. The name and colours were chosen because at the time South Melbourne were a 
prominent Victorian Football Team who wore the red and white colours. 

A Junior football section was established in the mid-1960’s which has produced many fine 
footballers over the years including a number who have gone on to AFL success. 

In 1991 the club introduced a netball division and in 1999 the club became known as the SOUTH 
BENDIGO FOOTBALL NETBALL Club Inc. 

In 2013 the club officially merged into a single identity incorporating Juniors, Seniors, and Netball in 
all governances and financial areas. 

In 2015, the Club introduced junior netball. Players from 9 to 18 years of age compete in the 
Bendigo Strathdale Netball Association (BSNA) Winter Competition. 

The QEO formally known as the Upper Reserve has been the clubs home base since the early 
beginning’s and the Harry Trott Oval at Kennington Recreation Reserve is the base for the junior 
division. 

The senior Division now also use Harry Trott Oval as its primary training base. Since 2015 the club 
has played 3 x Bendigo FNL home games at the ground each season as a part of the transition to 
Kennington Recreation Reserve Harry Trott Oval becoming the future home base of South Bendigo 
FNC. 

With 24 Senior Premierships over its 125-year history, the Club can rightly claim a place as one of 
the most successful football clubs in country Victoria. While on the court, despite 2 premierships in 
the lower grades, success has to date largely alluded our netball sides, an anomaly which the Club 
is intent on rectifying. 
 
Regards 
Rod Spitty 

 



  

 

Director's Update 

 

Welcome to Your Challenge News! 

 

The resurgence of COVID restrictions has regrettably meant that our Science and Engineering 

Challenge (SEC) and SMART teams have been grounded since mid-year. Nevertheless, we were 

able to run a packed schedule of successful events before lockdown, covering large parts of every 

State and Territory. 

  

So far this year the SEC program has delivered a total of 80 High School Challenge Days, 20 

Discovery Days for primary students, and 4 face-to-face and 2 online days of Teacher professional 

development. Details of those successful events are presented further on in this newsletter. 

  

Regrettably, COVID restrictions made it necessary for us to cancel the National Final again this 

year. The Bendigo Committee had done an outstanding job of planning for the National Final, and 

we’re excited that they are on board to host the hallmark event in 2022. 

  

Looking ahead to next year, event planning is now well underway. I encourage our local organising 

committees to contact Mick Cassey (SEC Events Manager) to lock in 2022 event dates. 

  

Our newsletter is jam-packed with links to online resources generated for National Science Week 

(14–22 August), including links to the SMART DIY Science Workshop and Science Show. 

  

Let me take this opportunity to thank all our hard-working committees around the country for their 

tireless efforts under very difficult circumstances. Your efforts with schools and event partners are 

inspiring Australia’s next generation of scientists and engineers! 

 

Professor Steven Weller, The University of Newcastle 

Link to read more: https://mailchi.mp/7d1666a5bcd9/sec-update-2021?e=ff34 
   



 
 

  

A Trip Down Memory Lane……Foundry Hotel – July 2018 
 
 

 
 

 
Welcoming the then District Governor Bronwyn Stephens 

 
 

 
 

  

  

 



  

 

 
      

 

THE FOUR WAY TEST 

 Is it the TRUTH 

 Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

 Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

 Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned 

 
 

                                           THE OBJECT OF ROTARY 
 

The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to encourage and foster: 

FIRST.  
The development of acquaintance as an  

opportunity for service; 
SECOND. 

High ethical standards in business and  
professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s 

occupation as an opportunity to serve society; 
THIRD. 

The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life; 
 FOURTH. 

 The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and 
professional  

 
 

 
 

 

 



WHO’S WHO? 

 
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT:   Shekhar Mehti 
RI DISTRICT 9800 GOVERNOR:    Dale Hoy 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
CLUB PRESIDENT                                                              Merlyn Quaife AM 
SECRETARY                                                                        Paul Gibbons 
TREASURER                                                                       Greg Noonan 
YOUTH SERVICES DIRECTOR                                          Kay McLaughlin 
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE DIRECTOR                            Heather Nixon 
COMMUNITY SERVICE  DIRECTOR                                Zoe Pocock 
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR                                                Tony Plant 
CLUB SERVICE DIRECTOR                                                Rod Spitty 
CLUB PROTECTION OFFICER                                           Geoff McKinna 
ROTARY FOUNDATION CHAIR                                        Peter Kilpatrick 
FUND-RAISING and FINANCE                                         Gary Pinner 
CLUB COMMUNICATIONS                                              Matthew Scott 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR                                                      Sue Duncan 
 

CLUSTER CLUB MEETING TIMES 
DISTRICT 9800 GOLDFIELDS CLUSTER ROTARY CLUBS 

RC KANGAROO FLAT:  Monday 6pm, Rotary Gateway Park 

Secretary -  Geoff Wakefield 0408510218 

RC BENDIGO:  Tuesday 12:45pm, Bendigo Club, Park Street, Kennington. 

Secretary: Danielle Ioniescu – 5444 0190 secretary@rotarybendigo.org.au 

RC ECHUCA MOAMA:  Tuesday 6pm, Moama Bowling Club, Shaw Street, Moama. 

RC BENDIGO SANDHURST:  Wednesday 7.30am, New Meeting Venue to be advised. 

Secretary: John Harkin – 0409957000  

RC EAGLEHAWK:  Wednesday 6pm, Mechanics Institute 

Contact on 0428468298  eaglehawkrotary@gmail.com 
 
RC ROCHESTER:  Thursday 6pm, The Court House building, Moore Street (Opp. G. Nelson Motors) 

Contact -  Heather Watson on 0439842177 
 

RC CASTLEMAINE: Wednesday 6:30pm, The Cumberland Hotel 

Secretary -  Lyndal Mc Clure 044339116 
 

mailto:eaglehawkrotary@gmail.com
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