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President’s report 
With just under two weeks to go in our Rotary Year before our Changeover of Office Bearers it is a 
time of report writing, catching up on those tasks that need completing and also a time of farewells.  
Last week we bid farewell to a member of more than 25 years in David Lea.  Last night we gathered 
together at a Country Style Hotel known as the Allies Pub to farewell our exchange student in 
Toshiya Yanagisawa.  Close on 40 people including members, host parents and children and a couple 
of other guests came together to give Toshi a warm send-off even if the atmospheric temperatures 
were consistent with this time of year.  A presentation of a photo album proved popular.  Those in 
attendance had the opportunity to write a special message in the back of this book.  Clive took some 
further photographs that were passed on to Toshi before he jetted out  on his journey back to 
Tirama.  I extend a special thank you to all who hosted Toshi during his stay with us and to other 
members who provided outings for him from time to time. 
 
There are just a few concert tickets remaining as part of our group booking.  Be quick and secure 
these this week if you want to be a part of our group of 40.  Once they are sold anyone who has 
missed out will need to go through the Capital Theatre and pay the full price.  I attended the Rotary 
Club of Sandhurst‘s club meeting this week and it would seem that they also will make a group 
booking as a gesture of support. 
 
Responses for the Change over Dinner are almost complete.  Again I emphasise the need to pay no 
later than Thursday night at our final club meeting on June 22.  Booking numbers will be confirmed 
with the caterer the following day based on paid up respondents and confirmed invited guests.  
Once those minimum numbers are confirmed the club has to pay for those numbers provided 
regardless of who turns up on the night.  Cost is $50 including a two course meal and some great 
entertainment.  There will be no raffles conducted so the only additional costs will be personal drink 
purchases from the bar.  If you cannot pay by EFTPOS or cash at the meeting this week, payment 
by direct credit (BSB-633000 Account-103497236) is strongly preferred. 
 
Our Annual Report in printed form will be distributed to all those present at the conclusion of our 
Changeover event.  Once again Strategem has sponsored this report to the amount of $500.  We 
thank them for their generosity and commitment to our club once again. 
 
This week’s meeting is back to the usual at the Foundry Complex.  Guest speaker will be from the 
environmental section of Coliban Water so those of us that have not taken off for a winter holiday I 
look forward to seeing you all at the regular time and place.  Those who are about to depart and 
heading off to a far distant destination I wish you a safe and enjoyable experience and look forward 
to seeing you on your return. 
 
Tony Plant 
President 
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Don’t miss out! 
Like a social outing PLUS enjoy some delightful music?  Our Club has a couple of tickets left for 
premium seats at a reduced cost for the Silvie Paladino and Victorian Welsh Choir concert on 10 
September.  Be quick to advantage of this special limited offer!!  See Greg on Thursday evening for a 
ticket.  Better hurryyyyyy………… 
 
Big Love Foundation family portrait sessions 
Please note the Big Love Foundation flyer below promoting family portrait sessions at the White Hills 
Botanic Gardens this coming Sunday 25 June.  Our club is doing a BBQ to support this worthwhile 
cause.  The idea is to attract families to White Hills Gardens to get family portraits taken at a 
reasonable price.  Money raised supports terminally ill children.  Please promote this to your family 
and friends. 
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Tony, Anne Peace, and Lindsay and Nena 
Jolley attended the Bendigo celebration for 
the end of Ramadan last Saturday.  This 
glass work of art was donated by the Islam 
Council of Victoria to Bendigo's Great 
Stupa. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current Richmond football star 
Basha Houli poses with Richmond 
supporter Tony at the Bendigo end 
of Ramadan celebration. 
 



 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

Farewell to Toshi at the Allies Hotel 
 

 



 


