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MEETS THURSDAYS 
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@ THE FOUNDRY HOTEL 

 

“Connect to the Community” 

Welcome to this week’s edition of the Signpost 
As we did not have a meeting this week I thought it an opportune time to have a bit of reflection 

time in what has transpired this past five months. The club has been very busy with the following 

events of note. Firstly we have had a number of interesting guest speakers during this part of our 

year. None better then former state premier Mr. John Brumby, who visited us in July, along with 

his partner Rosemary Mc Kenzie. In October we held a combined dinner with the Rotary Club of 

Bendigo where we heard another high quality address from Ms. Peggy O Neal the current 

President of the Richmond Football Club. This evening included a charity auction where the 

combined sum of $4000 was raised for the Women’s Refuge Project. 

We also had a combined Footy Pie Night, held in the old grandstand at the Q.EO. in partnership 

with some members from the rotary club of Bendigo Strathdale. Guest speaker was Carol Mc 

Kinstry who is currently the chairperson of the Bendigo football Netball League. Out of a small 

audience we still managed to raise $2000 for our combined international Cambodian aid project. 

This project has also been a recipient of a matching Foundation Grant.   

The Science and Engineering Challenge once again organized by a hard working band of members 

and was well supported once again and greatly appreciated by the secondary schools in our 

district. A visit to the local fire station was also very enjoyable with members dining out at the 

House of Kong prior to the organised tour. On September 27, the club in partnership with staff 

from The Capital Theatre, promoted and conducted a matinee concert featuring Marina Prior and 

The Victorian Welsh Choir. The concert was held in the new Ullumburra Theatre and was a 

complete sell out grossing just on $30k. 

Youth projects have included supporting our inward youth exchange student in Gus who has 

fitted in so well within our club. Also we did share funding costs for one of the two National 

Youth Science Forum students selected from our Bendigo Schools. The school scholarships will be 

presented soon at five different local secondary schools. Once again club members and a number 

of supporting volunteers provided a significant contribution to the success of the Annual Bendigo 

Swap Meet. We are now approaching Christmas and of course it is now Christmas Cakes and 

Pudding season with sales already underway. Finally the Boat Raffle has been the big ongoing 

project where we set out to sell enough tickets to be in a position to make a donation of $10 000 

to the Annie North New Women’s refuge. Sales already will ensure that this final donation will be 

made with interest. The big draw will take place on Dec 3. 

We did have a bit of a rocky start when we sadly lost one of our most dedicated workers in Peter 

Ryall at the beginning of the rotary year. To everyone’s credit we came together and worked very 

hard to implement our plans to this stage. At our first meeting in December I will invite each 

director to give a brief report on their aims and objectives for the second half of our rotary year 

in accordance with the business plan. 

 Please support the Foundation Dinner coming up and make sure you have completed your 

booking arrangements prior to the event. Also consider getting along to Seven Women-Humble 

Beginnings at the Star Cinema on Sunday Nov 29. It is White Ribbon Day on Wed Nov 25 so once 

again it would be great if a few members can come along and take part. 

Tony Plant, President, Bendigo South Rotary Club 
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CLUB DUTY ROSTER 

Date   26 Nov  

Topic   Foundation dinner  

Chair   TBA  

Cashiers  
 

  Steven Lee 
Ken Briggs 

 

Regalia/badges     

Fellowship   Anne Peace  

Sergeant   N/A  

All Rotarians on duty must arrive before 6pm on the night. 
If you are unable to complete your duty please arrange a substitute. 

Attendance Officer:  Ros Chenery    0407 802 801    roschenery@visionaustralia.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ROTARY CLUB OF BENDIGO SOUTH – CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

WHEN? WHAT? WHERE? 

November Rotary Theme:  Rotary Foundation 

Thursday 26th  Cluster Foundation Dinner Platinum Room, Foundry Hotel  

Sunday 29th  Adopt a Highway Clean-up 9am McIvor Highway 

Sunday 29th Advanced screening - Seven Women 2pm, The Star Cinema, Eaglehawk 

December Rotary Theme:  Disease Prevention and Treatment 

Thursday 3rd Draw Boat Raffle. Board meeting. 
Innovative Membership Committee 

Platinum Room, Foundry Hotel 

Thursday 10th Social/Admin fundraiser project Peter Simmons House 

Thursday 17th  Christmas function social night Foundry Hotel 

Thursday 24th No meeting (Christmas Eve)  

Thursday 31 No meeting (New Years Eve)  

January Rotary Theme:  Vocational Service 

Thursday 7th Informal dinner Tony Plants 

Thursday 14th Be the best you can - Alex Morgan 
Caitlin White piano  

Foundry Hotel 

Thursday 21st Vocation visit  Herb farm 

Tuesday 26th Australia Day BBQ  

Thursday 28th No meeting in lieu of Australia Day BBQ   

 

ROTARY CLUSTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

White Ribbon Day -  Wednesday 25 November 2015 
The Rotary Club of Bendigo Next Generation is supporting White Ribbon Day and running the BBQ 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Rotary World President comes down under 

It's not very often that Bendigo South Rotarians get to be in the company of Rotary royalty. However, that all changed 
on the evening of November 18th, when Rotarians Merlyn Quaife, Greg Noonan and Matthew Scott journeyed down 
to Etihad Stadium in Melbourne for an evening with John Germ.  

Preparing to take over the reigns of Rotary International from Ravi Ravindran in July 2016, Mr Germ is busily jetting 
around the Rotary world meeting many fellow Rotarians before taking on the big task that lies ahead.  Mr Germ is a 
member of the Rotary Club of Chattanooga, Tennessee, USA, where he has been a member since the late 1970s. Mr 
Germ was encouraged to join Rotary by his employer after having spent some time in the JC's movement.  His 
employer at the time paid half of his membership dues.  His employer wanted him to be involved in community 
service work for his own fulfilment, not simply because the boss wanted him to. This is a philosophy that has 
remained with Germ until this day, that in service, we should want to make a difference.  

District Governor, Julie Mason channeled her inner Jana Wendt, doing an excellent interview on stage with Mr Germ. 
Asking all of the hard-hitting questions, we learnt about Mr Germ's early family life, his career in drafting as well as his 
involvement in the United States Air Force. This involved one incident where his flight crew had a lucky landing in their 
aircraft around the Vietnam war era, where the plane they were flying in developed a crack in the cockpit windshield.  

For me as a young Rotarian, it was interesting to hear from Germ how when he finished studying, he would go around 
to the engineering businesses in the area and interview the employers for a job. This seemed somewhat foreign to 
me, as I am used to being interviewed by the bosses for work, not the other way round. How many teaching jobs 
could I have had to date if the boot was on the other foot?  Bendigo South Rotarian, Merlyn Quaife said of hearing 
RIPE John Germ, that "he struck me as a man who practices tough love. He brings to his new role a wealth of 
experience and humanity. His comments on the need to accept changes in society and extend our thinking to 
encompass this as we work on making Rotary relevant to younger members was most pertinent". 

DG Julie Mason and Germ spoke of his views on the future direction of Rotary.  "Ask, ask, ask and Do, do, do! This was 
the message I received from RI President elect John Germ, said Assistant Governor for Goldfields North, Greg Noonan. 
He spoke about clubs in the 21st century being flexible in their meetings and meeting structure. He commented on 
clubs developing relationships with the business community for it to be involved in projects and to have 
representation in them. From such relationships an understanding and knowledge of the work of Rotary can be gained 
and hence support, both financial and human, can be contributed. John is a very inspiring, motivating and thinking 
person under whose leadership Rotary will advance and become stronger”. 

The evening in Melbourne was truly an enjoyable one, full of fellowship and fun. It was a combined event for all five 
Rotary districts in Victoria, and a great opportunity to network. It's amazing how many Rotarians you actually know 
from district and outside of Bendigo. I even ran into a couple from Bribie Island who I had sat next to at the dinner 
table when attending the September Rotary Success conference in Canberra.  

Also on the night, many awards were given out, including one for meritorious service to Bendigo's own Gordon 
McKern. It's an excellent opportunity to attend such events when they come to our region, and to know a little more 
about our future world president. To have met John Germ makes the high office of Rotary International President a 
little bit more relevant and closer to home for those of us in District 9800.  

Matthew Scott 

  Matthew Scott with incoming RI president, John Germ 
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WHO’S  WHO? 
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT:  K.R. “RAVI” Ravindran 

RI DISTRICT 9800 GOVERNOR:    Julie Mason 

ASSISTANT GOVERNORS (GOLDFIELDS CLUSTER): 

Gary McClure (Goldfields South) & Greg Noonan (Goldfields North) 

PRESIDENT:        Tony Plant 

SECRETARY / CLUB PROTECTION OFFICER:  Bernie Young 

TREASURER:      Greg Noonan 

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT/ P.R:   Rod Spitty  

COMMUNITY SERVICE:     Gary Pinner 

CLUB SERVICE:       Ros Chenery 

ROTARY FOUNDATION:     Anne Peace 

VOCATION:        Ruth O’Connell 

YOUTH SERVICES:      Matthew Scott 

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE:    Steven Lee  

PROGRAM COORDINATOR:    Rod Spitty / Anne Peace 

CLUB COMMUNICATIONS:     Matthew Scott 

SIGNPOST EDITOR-  Sue Hawking (suetrevor8@bigpond.com) 

THE OBJECT OF ROTARY 
The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the 

ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, 

in particular, to encourage and foster: 

FIRST.  

The development of acquaintance as an  

opportunity for service; 

SECOND. 

High ethical standards in business and  

professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all   

useful occupations; and the dignifying of each           

Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve      

society; 

THIRD. 

The application of the ideal of service in each            

Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life; 

 FOURTH. 

 The advancement of international understanding,   

goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of 

business and professional  

persons united in the ideal of service. 
 

 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BENDIGO SOUTH 

ATTENDANCE OFFICER 

 

ROS CHENERY 

 

ros.chenery@visionaustralia.org 

 

TELEPHONE- 0407 802 801  

ROTARY CLUB OF BENDIGO SOUTH INFORMATION 

THE FOUR WAY TEST 

 

1. Is it the TRUTH?  

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?  

3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS?  

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

ATTENDANCE & 

MAKE UP  

OPPORTUNITIES 
DISTRICT 9800 GOLDFIELDS CLUSTER 

ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS 

KANGAROO FLAT:  Monday 6pm, Rotary 

Gateway Park 

BENDIGO:  Tuesday 12:45pm, Bendigo Club 

BENDIGO STRATHDALE:  Tuesday 6:15pm, 

Nancy Long Dining Room, La Trobe Uni. 

BENDIGO NEXT GENERATION:  Wednesday 

6:30pm, Shamrock Hotel 

ECHUCA MOAMA:  Tuesday 6pm, Border Inn 

Moama 

BENDIGO SANDHURST:  Wednesday 7am, 

BRIT Restaurant 

EAGLEHAWK:  Wednesday 6pm, Mechanics 

Institute 

ROCHESTER:  Thursday 6pm, The Court House 

building, Moore Street (Opp. G. Nelson Motors). 
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