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  Well, Christmas is HERE AND THE NEW YEAR OF 2015 to 
shortly follow.

  Thanks to all members for attending the recent Christmas 
meeting and making it a huge success. Also, thank-you to Anne 
and Ros for their organisation in making the evening successful.

  It was a good meeting with the “Women of Note“ choir first 
class, along with Rev Bruce providing the Christmas spirit and 
message.

  Also, thank you to Lindsay and his Committee for the Health 
Science Scholarship project The raffle is finalised and we have a 
creditable result. Lindsay will be providing a breakdown to the 
Club in January, and he is also intending to run some additional 
activity in 2015.

  There is not much more to say apart from thank you to Club 
members and the Board for their contributions over the last six 
months.

  I wish you and your families a happy and safe Christmas and 
prosperous New Year. 

  Light up Rotary on the 
Christmas Tree!
  
  Rod Spitty

  President- Rotary Club 
        of Bendigo South

Welcome to this weeks edition of the SignPost...

VOL. 56      NO. 25           

THURSDAY 8TH 

JANUARY 2015

MEETS THURSDAYS 

6pm for 6:30pm 

@ THE FOUNDRY 

HOTEL

bendigosouthrotary.org.au



ROTARY CLUB OF BENDIGO SOUTH -

Calendar of Events
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WHEN? WHAT? WHERE? 
(Details & Contact Info)

January Rotary Awareness Month
Thursday 8th Welcome Back- Farewell to 

Youth Exchange Student 
(Jaymie Spokes)

Tony & Betty Plant’s Residence.
**See included details in 

bulletin! **

Thursday 15thMemories of the more ‘MATURE’ 
members

Foundry Hotel Complex

Thursday 
22nd

No meeting - AUST DAY BBQ January 26th - Lake Weeroona 
for annual Aust Day BBQ

Thursday 29th Vocational Visit - Great Stupa of 
Universal Compassion, 

MYERS FLAT

Dinner afterwards at 
Marong Hotel

February World Understanding Month
Thursday 5th Club forum & Board Meeting Foundry Hotel Complex

Thursday 12th Rev. Charity Mazina/ East 
Loddon P-12 Turkey Visit

Foundry Hotel Complex

Saturday 14th Valentine’s Day Ball Bendigo Town Hall

Fundraising Event, Combined 
Bendigo Rotary Clubs. 

Thursday 19th Turkish Night Fellowship Event TBA

Thursday 26th Past President’s 
& Members Night

Foundry Hotel Complex

March World Literacy Month
Thursday 5th Smith Family Program 

(Beryl Jones)
Foundry Hotel Complex

Thursday 12th Senator Michael Ronaldson 
(Minister for Veteran’s Affairs 

and Minister Assisting the Prime 
Minister for Centenary of 

ANZAC)

Foundry Hotel Complex

Thursday 
12th- 14th

D9800 Rotary Conference Hobart, TASMANIA

Thursday 19th IFCR Cricket BBQ 
(Rotary Cricketing Event)

TBA

PLEASE NOTE:

Many of these dates and events are yet to be finalised and could be subject to alteration. 

Updates will be provided and events confirmed in subsequent editions of the SignPost. 
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“I hope 
all of my friends at 

Rotary have a great 
start to 2015...

Iʼm keeping away from 
the fireworks, they 

scare me!!”

JANUARY DUTY ROSTER- (Please arrive prior to 6pm for duty)

Rotary Club of Bendigo South, January 2015 Roster
Theme for month – Rotary Awareness
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Rotary Club of Bendigo South, January 2015 Roster
Theme for month – Rotary Awareness

 
Dates 8th 15th 22nd 29th

Main Theme Social evening at 
Tony Plant’s place

Farewell to YE

Memories of 
long time club 

members

No meeting
In lieu of Aust 

Day on 26th 

Vocational
Grand Stupa visit

Guest speaker Jaymie Spokes
Several long 

serving 
members

A Buddhist Monk?

Chair Person Ros Chenery To Be Advised Rod Spitty

Cashiers Peter Ryall
VACANT VACANT

Regalia and 
badges.

VACANT

Fellowship
VACANT

Sergeant
VACANT

MATTHEW’S BACK FROM THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA

Dear Fellow Bendigo South Rotarians and Friends,

I can report that I am now home safely from my ‘World of 

Difference’ Rotary trip to Cambodia. 

I had a fabulous, wonderful and amazing time and will provide a 

full update next year some time. 

Many of you won’t know that the club gave me $500 to spend as 

I saw fit whilst overseas. This money was invested in the purchase 

of 9 bicycles for students at the recently built (by Rotary) Bosala 

Primary School, making the commute to school more feasible and 

easier for students from regional outlying areas. 

This particular day was the highlight of my trip, with many stories 

to tell you at another time. 

Until then, MATTHEW SCOTT

WORLD TRAVELLER



GREETINGS FROM ANNA
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Dear Rotarians,
You haven't heard from me for a while so I thought I would give you a 
report about what happened to me since I left Australia. The summer 
break and the visiting friends from Australia helped a lot to get through 
the struggling so I could start the new school year  in September with 
excitement. I was looking forward to start in a new school and to get to 
know new people. It was quite hard for me to study for real as this year's 
marks count for me if I want to go to university later. I had a lot going on 
because I did my advanced English exam (and I managed to get 87%) and 
had driving lesson and successfully passed so I have a license now!I got 
into the final of an English competition but I was disqualified because I 
spent a year in an English-speaking country. I picked up a new language: 
Italian which I really love. I am thinking to go to Italy to work in the 
summer holidays. I am saving to go to Brazil and visit my exchange 
student friends. Living in 6 different families allowed me to get to know 
different carriers and helped me to have a better understanding of what 
I would like to do later. I am finishing high school June 2016 so I still 
have plenty of time thinking about my future. I would like to study 
economics or tourism.
It is starting to get really cold here, and I am so jealous when I see how 
good  the weather is over there. But there are some nice things in 
European winters. For example you can go skiing and this year I am 
going with my two exchange student friends I met in Australia. We still 
keep in touch and talk nearly every day. Now I know the meaning of true 
friendship and I know who I kept in touch with in the past year. I am 
lucky enough to have such wonderful friends and even if we are not in 
the same school anymore and they are busy to pass their exam, we still 
meet every week.  When I am not at school or with my friends, I try to 
spend as much time as I can with my family and my boyfriend.  So all in 
all I am very busy but settled back successfully.

The other reason why I wrote to you is to wish you and your family a Merry 
Christmas and a very Happy New Year! I miss you all and I wish I could have a warm 
Christmas again.. I can't believe how different was my life this time last year...

- Anna Kollar

Former Exchange Student of the Rotary Club of Bendigo South

PHOTOS
LEFT: Rotarians, Max and Ian Ellis 

installing a new promotional sign 

at Lake Eppalock advertising our 

upcoming Fishing Competition. 

RIGHT: Rev. Bruce drawing the 

Health Sciences raffle, Lindsay 

Jackson (Rotarian) with the lucky 

1st prize raffle winner. 



New Year Gathering –Thursday January 8th 2015.

Home of Tony and Betty Plant -121 Allies Road, Myers Flat.

Everyone Welcome!

Children, grand- children, partners, friends of rotary and even 
Rotarians.

Meal served from 7pm. Carvery roast with Salads plus desserts.

Adults $20 p.p. children under 16 free. (cash only-no eftpos please.)

Tea/Coffee, Fruit Punch and Cold Water provided.

BYO. Beer, wine and soft drinks- And a folding chair.

Other Activities. (from 5pm)

Yabbying in the dam if keen. Nets and bait provided.

Darts, table tennis and Nearest the Pin also available.

RSVP IF COMING –BY Tuesday Prior.

Ph. 0408590589 or email Anthony.plant@bigpond.com

Directions.

Route 1. From Maiden Gully turn right into Shumaker Lane then turn 
right into Allies Road heading towards Allies Pub. Third house on right 
set back off the road.

Route 2.Take Lodden Valley Highway from Eaglehawk then left into 
Allies Road at the Pub heading towards Marong. Approx. 1.4km from 
corner take laneway to the left at mailbox 121 with house set back off 
the road back on the hill. ** Will have a sign at LANEWAY ENTRANCE.

INVITATION & DIRECTIONS TO TONY PLANT’S HOUSE
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MATTHEW’S CAMBODIA REFLECTION

A 'world of difference' is a term which gets thrown around quite a lot in general conversation, however over 
the past two weeks, through Rotary International, several people including myself have been able to 
contribute to making a world of difference within the remote and isolated villages of Cambodia.  

Through our voluntary work at several schools and orphanages around Cambodia, we were able to teach 
the students at these schools dental hygiene, art and craft projects, as well as how to speak and write 
English for these students who usually speak traditional Khmer as their first language. 

Over the course of two weeks in Cambodia, our World of Difference (WOD) group worked in primary 
schools and orphanages right across the country from Siem Reap to Battambang and finally in Bosala, just 
outside the capital of Phnom Penh. 

As someone who has been working as a casual relief teacher this year, having studied at university to 
become a full time teacher, there was nothing more satisfying than to go into these international 
classrooms and being able to share my knowledge and skills with these students who crave and cherish 
education so dearly.

For me, I mainly focused on teaching the students English. This included going through English 
translations for numbers and letters of the alphabet as well as using the picture story book of the 'The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar' as a means through which to teach the students about different fruits and foods. By 
doing this, we could test the students on their knowledge and comprehension of English gained so far 
through their studies at school. Although many of the students who we encountered in our classroom were 
not from well off families, many were even orphans, most were only at the very beginning of their 
educational careers.

However, what impressed me the most about the Cambodian students was their willingness to learn and 
the quick way in which they would pick up on what it was that we were trying to teach them. Many Bendigo 
school teachers and students would be familiar with the game of BUZZ where you count up to a certain 
number in a sequence but supplement a certain number in the sequence with the term buzz. The challenge 
as students make their way around the classroom being to remain cool under pressure and say the word 
buzz instead of the next number in the sequence. With the language barrier and all, I was impressed how 
in only about 10 minutes of trying to explain the game and it's rules, we had a fully functioning game of 
buzz going on in the classroom with students fully engaged in what was taking place. 

Whilst also abroad in rural Cambodia, members of the touring team had a go at boring several wells at 
people's homes around the Chress Village. This was quite a lot of fun, but certainly a lot harder than it 
seemed. 

Walking around several of the villages in rural Cambodia definitely gave me a renewed sense of 
appreciation of the wonderful and abundant life that we have in Australia. This is a great country! Yet it also 
inspired inside of me a desire to want to continue  to help people such as the Cambodians, through my 
involvement locally with the Rotary Club of Bendigo South. 

Although we had the opportunity to do many of the 'touristy' activities in Cambodia such as riding the 
bamboo train in Battambang and swimming at the waterfall at Phnom Kolum, it was really the humanitarian 
aspect of the trip that most of the participants journeyed into the Northern Hemisphere to take part in. 

We learnt so much about Cambodia and it's people and history, yet we also learnt a lot about ourselves 
and how we could go about helping to build the capacity of Cambodia and it's people at the same time. 

On a final note, as we were being driven on our bus to Phnom Penh International airport to begin our flight 
home, our local tour guide Rithy Ann left us with a Cambodian quote to let us know just how appreciated 
our trip was by the Cambodian people who we had encountered and worked with throughout our journey. 
"Further are the eyes, but nearer the hearts," meaning that although we are now all back home and in 
separate countries, we all still remain close at heart. 

It was a massive 'high' to end such a successful trip on, one for which I will hold onto the memories of for 
many years to come. 6



WHO’S  WHO?
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT- Gary C.K. Huang
RI DISTRICT 9800 GOVERNOR- Murray Verso
ASSISTANT GOVERNORS (GOLDFIELDS CLUSTER)- 
Grant Hocking (Goldfields South) & Greg Noonan (Goldfields North)
PRESIDENT- Rod Spitty
PRESIDENT ELECT (Club Protection Officer)- Tony Plant
HON. SECRETARY - Mark G. Mott
HON. TREASURER- Greg Noonan
MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT/ P.R- Bernie Young 
COMMUNITY SERVICE- Ian Ellis
ROTARY FOUNDATION & FELLOWSHIP- Helene Brown
VOCATION- Gary Pinner
YOUTH SERVICES- Ros Chenery
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE- Lindsay Jackson 
PROGRAM COORDINATOR- Anne Peace & Helene Brown
DIRECTOR OF CLUB COMMUNICATIONS &
MINUTES SECRETARY-
Matthew Scott - mattgscott@telstra.com

ATTENDANCE &
MAKE UP 

OPPORTUNITIES
DISTRICT 9800 GOLDFIELDS CLUSTER 
ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS
KANGAROO FLAT- Monday 6pm, Rotary 
Gateway Park
BENDIGO- Tuesday 12:45pm, Bendigo Club 
BENDIGO STRATHDALE- Tuesday 6:15pm, 
Nancy Long Dining Room, La Trobe Uni.
BENDIGO NEXT GENERATION- Wednesday 
6:30pm, The Exchange (Beneath Bendigo Bank)
ECHUCA MOAMA- Tuesday 6pm, Border Inn 
Moama
BENDIGO SANDHURST- Wednesday 7am, 
BRIT Restaurant
EAGLEHAWK- Wednesday 6pm, Mechanics 
Institute
ROCHESTER- Thursday 6pm, The Wine 
Tavern, Moore Street. 

THE OBJECT OF ROTARY
The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the 
ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, 

in particular, to encourage and foster:
FIRST. 

The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;

SECOND.
High ethical standards in business and 

professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all   
useful occupations; and the dignifying of each           

Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve      
society;
THIRD.

The application of the ideal of service in each            
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

 FOURTH.
 The advancement of international understanding,   
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of 

business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.

THE FOUR WAY TEST

1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BENDIGO SOUTH 
ATTENDANCE OFFICER

ROS CHENERY -

ros.chenery@visionaustralia.org
TELEPHONE- 0407 802 801 

Or 5445 5721

ROTARY CLUB OF BENDIGO SOUTH INFORMATION
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